STATE OF MARYLAND
: DEPARTMENT OF AGRICLTURE
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS
IN THE MATTER OF: ‘ *

WILLIAM FORESTER, DVM * DOCKET NO. 18-28
LICENSE NO. 2444

VINSON’S ANIMAL HOSPITAL : *
HOSPITAL LICENSE NO. 03-076

* * * * . * * * * * * * *

CIVIL PENALTY FINAL ORDER
This Civil Penalty Final Order (“Order”), dated this 16th day of March, 2018, is issued by the

Maryland State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (“Board” or
“SBVME”) agaiﬁst Dr. William Forester, DVM, License No. 2444. This Order confirms the intention of
Dr. Forester to waive the right to contest the charge filed by the Board on or about January 28, 2018 in
Docket No. 18-28, alleging that Dr. Forester violated the Maryland Veterinary Practice Act, Agriculture
Article, Sections 2-301 - 2-316, Annotated Code of Maryland, (“Veterinary Practice Act”) and related
Code of Maryland Regulations (“‘COMAR”) 15.14.01 — 15.14.17. Specifically, in Docket No. 18-28, the
Board alleged that Dr. Forester violéted COMAR 15.14.01.12-3C by failing to keep expir:d medications
separate and apart from unexpfred medications. By email from counsel on March 6, 2018, Dr. Forester
notified the Board that he wishes to voluntarily waive the right to a hearing and appeal on the charge. On
March 15, 2018, Dr. Foréster submitted a check for $2000.00 to pay the civil penalty in this matter.

Under State law, the Board is the licensing authority responsible for regulating the practice of
veterinary medicine in this State, which includes filing disciplinary actions against‘ veterinarians charged
with violating provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act and related COMAR regulations. As part of its
authority, the Board “may fcfuée, suspend, or revoke any application or license, and censure or place on
probation any licensee . . . if the veterinarian or veterinary practitioner ... [flails to comply with Board

rules and regulations after receiving a license[.]” Md. Code Ann., Agric. Art., § 2-310(8). In addition,



the Board may impose a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for a first offense, or $10,000 for a second
or subsequent offense in iieu of or in addition to suspending or revoking a veterinarian’s license,
- respectively. Md. Code Ann., Agric. Art. § 2-310.1. In setting the amount of a civil penalty, the Board
shall consider the severity of the vio_lation,’ the good faith of the violator,.and the history of prior
violations as well as the Board’s regulatory civil penalty standards. Md. Code Ann., State Gov’t Art., §

10-1001(b); COMAR 15.14.11 (Civil Penalty Standards for Veterinarians).
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

William Forester, DVM, License No. 2444 (“Dr. Forester”), has agreed to submit payment of the
$2000.00 civil penalty assessed by the Board in Docket No.18-28, and waived his right to a hearing or
appeal of the charge. After having the opportunity to seek advice of legal counsel, Dr. Forester
acknowledges that the Board has sufficient evidence to find, as fact, and lconclude as a matter of law that
 he did violate Agriculture Article Section 2-310(8), Md. Code Ann., and.# related regulation; specifically
COMAR 15.14.01.12-3C, as follows:

1. At all times relevant to the charge, Dr. William Forester (“Dr. Forester”) was the owner

and responsible veterinarian of Vinson’s Animal Hospital at Towson (“Hospital™) (License No.

03-076), a licensed veterinary hospital in this St#te lo;:ated at 1030 York Road, Towson, MD

21204, | | |

2. During inspections in 2014 and 2016, the staff from the SBVME.inspeéted' Hospital

found expired medications kept with unexpired medications in the hospital’s working stock, as

well as issues involving labeling of drugs. At the time of each of these inspections, Hospital staff
‘was warned that such violations céuld lead to charges and were instructed regarding requirements
for handling required medications. These inspections are detailed more fully below.

3. On July 28, 2014, Board Inspector, Ellen James (“Ms. James”), inspected Hospital and

prepared a Veterinary Hospital Inspection Form, attached hereto as Exhibit A, which reflects that

- Ms. James found two expired medications in the working stock. Hospital employee Tamilyn
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Forester signed the inspection form, which instructed Hospital to inspect for expired medications
once every month and to store expired medications away from the pharmacy in labeled
containers. During the inspection on that date, Ms. James also advised Hospital that bottles of cut
tablets must ﬁave expiration datps on the labels. Ms. James found bottles of pre-cutv tablets in
bottles that wére not labeled with expiration dates. Dr. Forester was not charged at this time.
4, On February 12, 2016, Ms. James inspgctéd Hospital and found 15 expired drugs in
Hospital’s working stock. | At the time of the inspection, Dr. Forester, as responsible veterinarian
for Hospital, was instructed to remove the expired drugs. Ms. James prepared a Veterina_ry.
Hospital Inspection Form, attaci\ed as Exhibit B, which was signed by Dr. Forester. A notation
was made on the form reiluesting that Hospital check expiration dates on drugs once per month.
5. On March 3, 2016, a follow-up inspection of Hospital was conducted by Ms. James,
during which one expired drug was discovered. Ms. James prepared a Veterinary Hospital
Inspection Report, attached as Exhibit C, which was signed by Dr. Julia Smith (License No.:
4605).
6. On or about October 2, 2017, Board Inspector James conducted another inspection of
Hospital. At that time, Ms, James foun(i 21 expired drugs intermingled with the unexpired drugs,
including one dating back to 1998. Ms. James prepared a Veterinary Hospital Inspection Form,
attached hereto as Exhibit D, which was signed for by Hospital staff.
7. Following the October 2, 201,7; the Board voted to charge Dr. Forester, as owner and _
responsible veterinarian with violations of COMAR 15.14.01.12-3C. |
'Taking all the facts and circumstances into consideration, including the nature of the violation,
the veterinarian’s disciplinary history with the Board, the wamihgs and notice of violations given before
the October 2, 2017 inspection, as well as the veteﬁnéﬁan’s good faith effort to resolve this matter
_ promptly, the Board concluded that the most reasonable and-abpropriate resolution-in this matter was a

civil penalty only.



Based on the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is this 16th day of March,
2018, by the Maryland State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, ORDERED that for the violation
of Agriculture Article, § 2-310(8), Md. Code Ann., of the Veterinary Practice Act, and COMAR
15.14.01.12-3C, on or about October 2, 2017, Dr. Forester, as owner and responsible veterinarian for
Vinson’s Animal Hospital at Towson is assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $2000.00. The Board
acknowledges payment of $2000.00 recéived from Dr. Forester on March 15,2018.

STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDICAL ERS |

David L. Handel, DVM
President
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Maryland Departmant of Agriculture

County/Hospital License #:
state Board of Vaterinary Medical Examinars 03— o _.

50 Harry S Truman Parkway, Room 102

Annagolis, MD 21401 . o
T: 410.841.5862 F: 410.841.5780 ‘mw""'“‘”,”““"“‘
wivw.mda.maryland gov

Wum 15.14,01.12-2 Dispensing of Federal Lagend Drugs
or Vaterinary Prescription Drugs, or .12-3 Explred Medications

nospianame: V105009 evimasl Hpo0ital_at Torson TN
address |30 Yo c¥o R
cit: TOWSON zi6 cose: L QO

Veterinary Owner, Responsible Veterinarian or Practice Manager:

At the inspection of your veterinary hospital on &w by Board staff, your hospitsl was found to be in
violstion of Code of Maryland Regulation (COMAR) 15.14.01.12-2 Dispensing of Federal Legend Drugs or Veterinary
Prescriptions Drugs, at F, which provides:

;;u:svetem\oﬂm or authorized smployee shall include the following information on the labels of dispensed

(1) Hospltal name, address, and telephone Number;

(2) Name of prescribing veterinarian;

(3) Name, quantity, and strength of the drug;

{4) Name of dient a3nd animal; '

(S} Directions for usage;

(6} Route of administration; _

(7) Length of treatment; .

(8) Appropriate cautionary statements including, if applicable, slaughter withdrawal or milk withholding times,

or both; : ‘ _ .

{9} Date of dispensasion; and

{10) Expiration date.

COMAR 15.14.01.12-3 Expired Medications, which provides:
A. A veterinarian may not administer expired medication to an animal.

B. A veterinarian may not remove expiration dates from maedications.
C. Until a veterinarian has disposed of an expired medication, the. veterinarian shall package and keep it

separate and apart from unexpired madications.

(f either of these violations is fourd to continue at a subsequent inspection, the Board may charge you and propose 3
dvllpenﬂtvuncuonofsaomoss,oomonﬂmommsﬁoow$6.000fonsceondo¢fme,ofss.ooowsw,ooom
a third or subsequent offense, among other sanctions. The smount of the civil penalty is also determined by your

dlsdpumrvu_smwimmesoud.ﬂnmﬂvotunviolauon.mmmfammmwmumwson.

If you have questions about cosrecting the violation, plesse contact Board staff at 410.841.5862.

Mlmmmwzﬂm———— M.ag_o_—glﬂ-ﬁ‘-f'-ﬂp

MOHLOS

mer.wnmu%j.’-m-———— {Princed Name) :

(Signature)
For current Information about disposal options for expired drugs, see Min://vvew.deadn
. (SBVME Hosp2 - 10-2014)



